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The Wall Street Journal says 

“More Doctors Steer Clear of Medicare” 

 

 

 

The American Retirement Advisor says Hmmmm! 

Is there a little bias to this story? You be the judge. 
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What does this really mean to you, the person receiving Medicare Benefits? 

 

If you have Medicare and a Medicare Supplement, not much. 

You can see any Doctor that either “Participates in Medicare” or “Does Not Participate in 

Medicare”. You will need to pay cash for the Physicians that have Opted out, which is what you 

would have to do even if you had traditional group or individual health insurance. 

If you have selected a Medicare Advantage Plan, this has little effect on your Doctors because 

you no longer use Medicare. You have transferred your benefits to the Medicare Advantage 

Plan and you will be required to use their network. By replacing your Medicare with the 

Medicare Advantage Plan, the question changes from “do you participate in Medicare” to 

“which Medicare Advantage Networks are you accepting?”  

 

From the Wall Street Journal chart, nationwide of all of the 685,000 Doctors currently practicing 

in the United States, they state 2.9% have opted out.  If math serves me correctly 2.9% of 

685,000 is .098% not 2.9% as the Journal states.  

Sooo… 

It’s really 0.98%  (685,000 / 9,539). That is less than 1% of physicians have opted out. 

Just 9,539 physicians nationwide for a two year period of time, have opted out of Medicare.  

That’s all.   

So what’s all the fuss?  

You tell me! 
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The information contained in this booklet is not written or intended as tax or legal advice, and it may not be relied on for the 

purpose of avoiding any federal tax penalties. You are encouraged to seek advice from your own tax or legal counsel. The 

content is derived from sources believed to be accurate. Neither the information presented nor any opinion expressed 

constitutes a solicitation for the purchase or sale of any security.  

 

American Retirement Advisors assumes no responsibility for statements made in this publication including, but not limited to, 

typographical errors or omissions, or statements regarding legal, tax, securities, and financial matters. Qualified legal, tax, 

securities, and financial advisors should always be consulted before acting on any information concerning these fields. 

 

 

For information about planning for your financial life in retirement… 
 

Contact David P. Schaeffer 
602-281-3898 

David@AmericanRetire.com 
 

David P. Schaeffer is a Certified Senior Advisor.  
He holds the professional designation of CSA®. 
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